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Case Study

Steamboat Springs, Colorado
While living and working abroad in Asia in 1991, Georgiana 
and Henri Stetter purchased an English Tudor-style home 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, with the hope to one day 
retire there. In June 2000 the couple decided it was time to 
make the journey back to the United States, and they finally 
moved in. Unfortunately, a decade of neglect and exposure 
to the extreme weather conditions native to Colorado left the 
house in disrepair, and the homeowners found themselves 
undertaking a massive renovation project. The three-
bedroom, 2,800-square-foot home was stripped down to 
the bare bones; new floors were installed, 13 windows were 
replaced and the home’s original wood siding was swapped 
out for a fiber cement siding product.

Seven years after completing the renovation, Georgiana and 
Henri started noticing problems with the home’s exterior. 
The siding was flaking and disintegrating in certain areas, 
due mainly to exposure to extreme sun and to snow. But the 
problems didn’t stop there. The house was cold in the winter 
and warm in the summer, partly due to the poor insulation 
elements of their siding material. Disappointed with the look 
and quality of the home’s cladding, the homeowners began 
researching new options for a replacement material. They 
knew from past experience that wood, stucco and fiber 
cement would not hold up to the extreme weather conditions 
of Colorado. 

“We were searching for something that looked like wood, in 
white, with wide boards that required little to no maintenance,” 
said homeowner Georgiana. “We wanted something that 
would not absorb water, rot or flake, was easy to install and 
looked first class.” 

With those criteria in mind, Georgiana reached out to Mark 
Kimball, owner of Nationwide Builders & Contractors in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. He introduced her to a new 
cellular siding product called Celect® Cellular Exteriors by 
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Royal® Building Products. “When I first saw Celect in person, 
I didn’t believe that it was an engineered panel. It’s such a 
gorgeous product and I knew it was exactly what I wanted 
on my home,” she said.

Celect fit all of the Stetters’ search criteria. It offered 
everything the homeowners loved about wood without the 
hassle and expense of having to continually maintain it. The 
next generation of siding material—Celect cellular siding 
and trims seal out moisture and will not rot, crack or peel. 
Wood tends to swell with absorption of water, which causes 
the paint to crack and peel. This is a common scenario for 
Colorado homeowners with wood products on their home 
due to the heavy snowfall each season. 

Another feature about Celect that appealed to the Stetters 
was its engineered, patented panel design and interlocking 
system, which makes seams virtually disappear. Celect 
Cellular Exteriors by Royal are made of 100% recyclable 
material coated with fade-resistant Kynar Aquatec® in 18 



upscale, contemporary colors. It also has twice the thermal 
performance of fiber cement.

The Stetters agreed to have Celect installed on their home in 
October 2012, and they couldn’t be happier with the results. 
Contractor Mark Kimball has made multiple visits to the home 
since then for inspection and reports that the Celect product is 
performing remarkably well. “The siding hasn’t had any defect at 
all. In our altitude, we worry about expansion,” said Kimball. “The 
sun really beats down on the product and causes it to expand 
and contract. But after years of exposure to these extreme 
elements, the Celect siding looked the same as it did the day we 
left the job after installation.”

“We’ve made it through an extremely cold winter with the 
new Celect siding, and our home stayed warmer than it ever 
has thanks to the insulation properties of the material,” said 
Georgiana. “We’ve had a really hot summer this year, and our 
house is staying cool. I’m still amazed at how clean and crisp 
the siding looks after going through two brutal seasons. Our 
decision to go with Celect was well worth it.”

For more information on Celect® Cellular Exteriors visit  
celect.royalbuildingproducts.com.

Celect’s patented interlocking joint system eliminates seams while maintaining 

structural integrity under the harshest weather conditions.


